Important! This is not the final version of the document.

The final version will be published in may 2011 but the changes will be minor. Until then you can work with this one.

TAT 2011 – RULES AND REGULATIONS OF THE COMPETITION

1. General rules of the event

1.1. Organizing


Transilvania Adventure Trophy is an amateur competition organized by Transilvania Adventure Club Sportiv.


The 2011 TAT will take place from July 9th until July 15th and has two categories: Extreme and Hobby.


The official language of the event will be the English language.

From 2010, Transilvania Adventure Club Sportiv is member of FRAS (Romanian Federation for Auto Sports). Therefore the FRAS license, the specific insurance and the medical record are mandatory.
1.2. Participants

In the Extreme and Hobby sections only fully functioning FULL TRACTION vehicles are allowed. These vehicles have to meet the minimum mandatory requirements (as mentioned in chapter 2). All competition vehicles must be registered (have license plates) and be legally roadworthy for public roads.

Any team can bring extra persons or assistance cars that will participate at the events that take place along with the competition, but only after filling the registration form (extra-vehicles and/or persons) and the claim waiver form, and after the payment of the registration fee (for each extra person). The assistance cars will receive identification numbers corresponding to the teams they assist. No vehicle without the TAT 2011 identification numbers will be admitted in the camp.

1.3. Registration fee 
Competitors: 
750 Euro/person

Assistance: 
450 Euro/ person

If you pay before 10th of April 2011, the price for the competitors is only 599 Euro/person
Disqualification or abandon does not entitle the participants to a refund.

Included in the registration fee for the competitors are:
· 2 nights hotel accommodation in Deva (09.07 and 15.07.2010)

· 5 nights in camping (in which everybody has to bring their own camping gear)

· breakfast and dinner + 1 cold snack/ person during the day

· 2 liters of water/ day/ person

· Competition fee ( road-book, referees, classifications, info point and telephone assistance)

· Special competition license from FRAS (Romanian federation for auto sports) + specific insurance 

· Trailer/lorry parking (7 nights)

· Merchandise (stickers, T-shirts)
· Medical assistance in the camp
All of the participants will have to buy their own food and water if they consider that the quantity/quality provided by the organizers is not sufficient. The fuel is not included in the registration fee.

1.4. Withdrawal condition
January 25th 2011 – April 10th 2011 - In case of cancellation of your participation in competition it will be return to you the paid amount, less 10% of the value of fee.
April 10th 2011 – May 10th 2011 - In case of cancellation of your participation in competition, it will be return to you the paid amount, less 50% of the value of fee.
The registration can be transfer to another person without any extra cost till 10th of May 2011, but after this date the new participant must pay an extra 40 Euros / person, representing race license and insurance.
2. CONDITIONS for admission into the competition: mandatory and recommended

2.1. General rules for admission of the vehicles in the competition

A registered crew can take part in the competition only after fulfilling the following formalities (by the pilot, copilot, car, assistance team):

· the complete filling of the registration form

· the full payment of the registration fee

· the validation by the organizer of the registration

· the signing of the indemnity form

· the validation of the vehicle by the technical committee according to 2.2.

Each crew that takes part in the competition will be submitted to a technical check. The technical check concerns the minimal requirements for the vehicles stated in chap. 2.3. for each class. In case the vehicle doesn’t comply with the specifications mentioned in the “minimal mandatory requirements”, that vehicle loses the right to compete without a registration fee refund.

The vehicles that are not matching the Extreme class requirements will be permitted, upon request, to take part in the Hobby class (in which case they have to meet the Hobby class requirements), without a refund of the registration fee.

It is recommended for both the competitors and their cars to have a life and damages insurance policy for OFF ROAD competitions.

2.2. General rules for the admission of the vehicles in the competition

All competition vehicles must be registered (have license plates) and be legally roadworthy for public roads. The participants take full responsibility for driving the vehicles on public roads during the entire competition (respecting the traffic laws on public roads in Romania).

During the competition the team is made up of two crews (vehicles).

At the START line, it is mandatory for the cars to have placed, in a noticeable area, on each side of the car, the racing ID-numbers.

The advertising materials distributed by the organizer will have to be placed on visible areas on the outside of the vehicle.

At the START line, the teams will need to have clean racing numbers and advertising materials.

2.3. Minimal mandatory technical requirements for the admission in the competition

EXTREM class:

- roll cage

- automobile competition harness (4 points seat belts)

- auto-moto protective helmets

- front winch

- tree trunk protection straps

- GPS

- distance measurement equipment (trip computer)

- communication equipment (two-way radio, CB, mobile phones)

- extreme competition tires

- 5th tire or tube

- fire extinguisher – minimum 1 kg

- first aid kit

- Holux M-241 tracker (see art.5)

HOBBY class:

- normal factory settings (seat belts)
- auto-moto protective helmets
- GPS

- distance measurement equipment (trip computer)

- minimum 1 winch / team

- tree protection straps, shackles

- fire extinguisher – minimum 1 kg

- minimum MT tires in good condition

- 5th tire or tube

- communication equipment (two-way radio, CB, mobile phones)

- first aid kit

- Holux M-241 tracker (see art.5)

2.4. Special recommendations 

EXTREM class:

- winch weight (recommended min 1kg)

- back winch

- straps and shackles

- snatch block

- tent and sleeping bag, survival kit

- axe, shovel or pickaxe

- chainsaw

- high lift jack

- ground anchor

- snorkel

- protective gloves

- flashlights

- extra food and water for 24 hours

HOBBY class:
- roll cage

- winch on both cars

- protective gloves

- shovel, axe

- flashlight

- extra food and water for 24 hours

2.5. General recommendations

Each vehicle should have displayed in a visible place the first and last names and the blood type for each crew member.

Fuel transportation is allowed in specially made and certified metal containers which are airtight and very well attached so they cannot roll over inside the car. The fuel is not included in the registration fee.

3. General conduct rules during the competition

3.1. Participants’ safety

Wearing of the seat belts is mandatory on the competition track for all the persons in the vehicle (both EXTREME and HOBBY classes) and of the helmets (both EXTREME and HOBBY classes).

Not wearing the seatbelt is penalized with 50 points/crew for each occurrence.

Not wearing the helmet is penalized with 50 points/crew for each occurrence.

Adding up two sanctions in one day for not wearing the seatbelt or the protective helmet leads to disqualification from the daily stage.

It is recommended, for the competitor’s security, in the case they leave the track, no matter the reason, that they notify the organizer.

3.2. Respect of the environment

It is forbidden to throw garbage on the track (cigarettes packs, bottles, plastic wraps, any damaged vehicle parts, etc) - 200 points penalty. All of the trash can be thrown in the camp in specially purposed garbage collection areas.

It is forbidden to use the winch cable without the tree protection equipment – tree trunk strap –200 points penalty.


Bringing down or cutting mature trees (green, with the tree trunk diameter bigger than 8 cm) is penalized with 400 points and any damages will be paid for by the guilty team.

3.3. Respect of private property/goods

All of the competitors must make sure that, where the track in between two RB points isn’t specifically marked, they avoid crossing cultivated land (crops, orchards, hayfields etc.).

Any damaging of the goods or private properties implies bearing the consequences and the payment of the damages by the crews involved; depending on the severity of the facts, the organizers can decide the disqualification of the crews.

3.4. Respecting traffic rules

Because the track goes through some villages and on some open public roads, all competitors have to comply with the legal traffic rules and to especially pay attention to the: speeding, yielding, proper signaling as well as to pay attention to people and animals. We recommend a civilized conduct towards other people and vehicles.

It is forbidden to consume any alcohol beverages or drugs during any of the stages – the penalty for this is disqualification.

Speeding in villages above the legal limit (50km/h) or going above the speed limit marked in the road book is penalized with 100 points. 

3.5. Rules of conduct at the camping site
The organizers will announce the activity schedule on the camping site that is the quiet hours in which all activities that could be a nuisance for the others participants such as car repairs, generators, etc. must be stopped. In that specific and announced time frame, the cars can be repaired only outside the camping grounds, at a suitable distance in order to insure the other participants’ rest.

For emergencies only, the organizers’ generator located next to the kitchen will be available.

3.6. Unsportsmanlike behavior

Any crew/team that is caught up by faster crews/teams that indicate the intent to overtake (lights, horn) has to permit the passage

Any crew/team that is at a standstill and is blocking the passageway has to allow overtaking by any other crews, unless a waiting queue is formed.

For unsportsmanlike behavior (including offensive language or behavior towards the organizers, other participants or spectators) the offending crew can be penalized from 200 points to disqualification. 

The decision concerning the penalty is done by the discipline commission of the competition.

3.7. Help on the route

In case of an accident concerning a crew, all contestants have to give any necessary assistance (especially the first medical aid in case of injuries) until the organizers and/or the rescue team gets there.

At the organizer’s request, all contestants have to help out freeing up the track. The crews that will help the organizer will get a cancellation period. The refusal to help in such situation can get to disqualification.

During the competition the communication with the organizers will be made according to the contacts found on the badge received by each participant upon registration; the same contacts will be available in the road book.

4. Road Book (RB)

4.1. Notes/special remarks in the RB

Each RB will have a special column for remarks in which it will be marked (in English): specials requests (from the organizers to the competitors) concerning some road-book positions. The requests which are mandatory will also have the penalties implied by their non-respect.

Each RB will have a legend for the symbols used to describe the track’s waypoints. 

Attached to each RB 2 other sections can be found: a score card SC (in which the officials mark the time spent on the track) and a CP Card – CPC in which the officials met on the track will apply their stamps.

4.2. Marking of the times in the SC 

In the RB/SC handed to each team, the officials on the route will mark the START time, the intermediate times if such case occurs (stop time, start/ finish of the special stages or of the normal stages) as well as the FINISH time (end of the daily stages). Each competitor/ copilot will make sure to hand in time the RB/SC to the officials on the route in order for them to mark the times (start, intermediate, final).

The time that is marked by the official is the time on which the competitor/ copilot hands the RB/SC.

The timing and marking of the times will be done in the presence of the competitors.

4.3. Handing of the SC and CPC
At the end of the daily stage the competitors have to hand a complete RB (SC/CPC) to the referee/ official that records the arrival at the FINISH. The deadline for handing them in is 1 hour before the start in the next stage. Not handing a complete RB (SC and CPC) at the end of a stage is considered as daily stage abandon.

Each participant/copilot will make sure he/she will give on time, to the officials met on the track, the SC and CPC in order for them to mark the time (start, intermediate, final) and to apply the stamps.

5. Trackers
During the race the position of each car will be recorded by a GPS tracker that you bought or rented from the organizers. The official model is Holux M-241.
You can bring your own or you can rent or buy one from the organizers. In that case you will pay at the registration a deposit equal to their face value (70 euro), and at the end of the competition the competitors can either buy them (and they don’t get their deposit back) or return them (the organizers keeping 35 euros/ tracker). The loss/ deterioration of the trackers will be at the competitors’ charge (the deposit won’t be returned).

The trackers will be mounted inside the cars in places where they can avoid shocks and where data can be downloaded at the end of each day without getting them out of the car; they will be sealed by the organizers. It is forbidden to take them out of the car before the end of the competition – the penalty is disqualification from the competition. The trackers will be mounted and unmounted in/ from the car and checked from time to time only by the organizers.

It is the competitors responsibility to make sure that the trackers work, to change each day the batteries/ to have spare ones (bare in mind that the batteries have a limited duration, not exceeding 24 hours!), to notify the organizers of any malfunction – verify that the display is on and that the tracker is in working order. 

6. START and FINISH 
The starting order in the first stage is given by the numbers on the cars.

The starting order in the next stages will be determined by the rank in the partial/ intermediate standings and will be announced along with the start time for each team daily, in each of the mornings. The start time of each team is calculated from the officially announced start time.

6.1. Validation criteria for START and Finish 

At START in every daily stage the teams will need to have clean racing numbers and clean advertisement stickers.

If at the start of any stage the organizers find discrepancies with the requirements of these rules and regulations (technical conditions, advertisements, racing numbers, etc.) they will stop the infringing teams on their own time, until the problems are rectified/ solved.

If a team is not complete (2 vehicles with complete crews), it will not be allowed to start neither at the beginning of the daily stage, nor on the stage’s normal sections NS or special sections SS.

Any of the finishes – daily stage, normal section NS or special section SS – will be taken into account only in the presence of the entire team (2 vehicles with a complete crew).

6.2. Start/ finish times 

The time will be counted from the moment of  the official’s START mark (for the daily stage, normal sections or special sections) until the second vehicle of the team will get through the FINISH position of that particular section. 

If a team doesn’t start at the official time, but makes it to the start line up to 30 minutes from the last team’s start, it will be allowed to start in the race with the official’s approval, but its start time will be the officially announced one.

6.3. Penalties

The absence at the START line after 30 minutes from the last team’s start according to the official starting order is considered as stage abandon.

The teams that do not start at their official time (which will be announced daily) will be able to start in between 2 other starting teams only with the official’s permission or will be able to start in maximum 30 minutes after the last scheduled team’s start.

Not handing a complete RB (SC/CPC) and not presenting the tracker for download 1 hour before the START in a new daily stage is considered as an abandon for the previous’ day stage

7. Daily Stages

7.1. The route

The competition takes place within the limits of Hunedoara County.

The organizers reserve the right to change the schedule and the route (normal sections NS or special sections SS) depending on the weather or other special circumstances, even after the START of a section.

The route of all the competition’s sections, including the special sections, has been completed by the organizers with the car.

Due to particular circumstances (driving style, adherence, and local terrain characteristics) differences between the distances in the Road Book and the vehicle’s instrument’s measurements can occur. These differences (meters or tens of meters) from the distances marked in the Road Book are considered as measurement tolerances and cannot make the object of complaints from the participants. 

7.2. The stage

The interval in between START and FINISH on a competition day is defined in these rules as being a daily stage which consists of:

· NS (normal sections)

And/ or

· SS (special sections)

7.3. Normal sections – NS

Each minute of active running time on the normal sections equals 1 penalty point.

The maximum time MT for a NS is computed taking in consideration only the teams that completed the stage following the official track, not having missed CP's for that stage.

The penalty for an uncompleted NS is the maximum time MT to which the missed CP's during that NS are added. 

An example: 

In a stage having 10 CP's only 3 teams have all 10 CPs, finishing in 459 minutes, 349 minutes and 440 minutes. The MT for the stage is 459.

If a team missed the last two CP's it is considered stage abandon (as it does not have the Final CP), and the penalty is 459 + 2 * 60. 

7.4. Special sections - SS

During the competition special sections SS, marked as such in the Road Book, will take place.

The track of the special sections will be marked with poles and ribbons.

The START and FINISH in each SS are considered valid by team – with a full crew and with all the gear in the car.

In order to avoid the blocking of the track during a SS, a maximum completion time will be given (maximum time MT – measured in minutes, announced before each SS).

The exceeding of the maximum time MT established by the organizers will imply the removal of the concerned team off the SS’s track – team which will be declared as abandoned in that section.

7.5 Establishing of the points – SS penalties

Each minute on the SS is multiplied with a quantum.  This Quantum will be announced by the organizers for each stage.

Knocking down a post or tearing the ribbon/ tape is penalized with 10 points each occurrence.

If a crew goes off the marked track, it has to re-enter through exist spot and then get to the finish in order to consider the stage completed.

The SS is considered uncompleted in the following cases: 

· the non-completion of the entire SS’s track in the MT established by the organizer;

· help from non-team members without the approval of the organizer;

· Not handing a complete RB (SC/CPC) 1 hour before the START in a new daily NS 

The uncompleted SS is penalized with the maximum time MT for that SS multiplied with the quantum to which the missed CP’s during the SS are added.

In special circumstances (night, rough weather conditions, etc.) the organizers reserve the right to stop the access to the special stages SS, even if some of the competitors have already completed the respective stages, with all the penalties incurring for the competitors left on the track.

8. CP (Check Points)

Along a stage, in the normal sections NS and/or in the special stages SS, check points – CP – can be placed, with or without a referee. Their purpose is to check the regularity of the teams along the stage.

The missed CP is penalized with 60 points (if one of the vehicles or both vehicles missed the CP)
8.1. Virtual CP

The organizers establish virtual CPs along the track, the CP’s being defined as points on the official GPS track of the organizers. The CP’s positions are not visible. The virtual CPs are placed in such a way that, driving according to the RB, they cannot be missed, with an accepted tolerance of tens of meters. The CP can be placed everywhere along the track and we make sure to be in areas with good GPS signal. The tolerance of the system is not important because the positions will be chosen in order to be very clear that you reached those points.

At the download of the GPS tracker given to each competitor’s vehicle (see art.5) the organizers check the number of virtual CPs through which each car passed. The CPs will be considered as valid only if they will be found on both cars’ tracks.

We will put 10-20 CP per day, the harder parts will have more than the easy ones. All the CP will be decided before the race, to make sure that we won’t be influenced by the tracks we download.


There is one special CP, the Final CP. If, for any reason, you missed that FCP, you will be considered abandoned (DNF- did not finished) for that stage. The FCP will be placed on the last off-road part of the stage, not in the camp or where the actual Finish will be.

8.2. CP with officials/ referees

Along the competition’s track, CPs with an official can be set up. The officials met on the track in CP position will mark on the SC handed by the competitors the time and will apply the stamp on the CPC. If SC or stamps from the CPC are missing, the respective CP cannot be taken into account. Only the CP through which both cars have passed are considered valid (proven by SC and CPC with stamps)

The competitors will make sure they keep in good order and hand out at the end of the day the SC and CPC to the officials at the finish line.

The CP with officials is a supplementary check of the fact that the competitors fulfilled the track.

If the trackers do not have the recorded track and the additional validation by the CP’s with officials is missing, the respective team is considered as having abandoned the stage.

The only valid CPs (virtual or with officials) are those taken/recorded from both cars of a team.

9. The Abandon
The absence of a complete team at the START of a daily stage after of a maximum of 30min after the last officially scheduled team is considered as a daily stage abandon.

If during a track section on a stage, the team considers it cannot continue in full (at least a car cannot get to the FINISH on the track), than it can declare a stage abandon.

If during a stage, one of the cars cannot continue, the functioning car cannot continue by itself the rest of the stage – the stage abandon is considered for the entire team (both cars)

If the Final CP of a stage is missed, the team will be considered abandoned (DNF – did not finish) for that stage.

It is mandatory for the teams to announce the organizers of their abandon as soon as they took this decision, in order for the organizers to take the necessary measures.

Any deviation from the track without the prior consent of the organizers implies full responsibility from the concerned crew/team.

9.1. Penalties 

The penalties of a stage abandon will be calculated as follows: the sections already completed by the team (with START and FINISH times) will be taken into account and for the uncompleted sections, penalties for NS sections, missed check points CP and uncompleted SS (special stages) will be cumulated.

9.2. The forming of teams (possibilities of re-grouping in the case of a crew’s abandon)

If a damaged car abandons the competition, the functioning car can make up a new team, under the following conditions:

· A new team must be formed (2 cars). The start of a single car will not be permitted

· The team will announce the abandon. The car that remains in the competition must notify the organizers of the intent of continuing. 

· The forming of a new team will be made only at the camp and before the START of a daily-stage (having found a vehicle in the same situation is pre-required in order to present itself at the start).

· The forming of a new team by single crews can be made only with the acknowledgment of both crews.

· The new formed team will be apart from the general standings and will leave the last one, 30 min after the last team has started. Time and CP will not be taken in to account.

· The new team must not in any way obstruct the other participants.

· A crew left alone in the EXTREME section can, on demand, pass in the HOBBY class, provided a single crew can be found in this class

9.3. Obligations in case of abandon

The organizers will help recovering the pilot/copilot in case of an abandon, at their request; if the car is not functioning, the organizers do not have to retrieve it during the competition. Depending on the available time, they can facilitate the access of the assistance team to the car in order for them to get it working and back to camp

The organizer will help and support the recovery of the vehicles left on the track, after the competition is closed. The recuperation of the damaged vehicles will be made at the competitor’s expense.

***

The organizers reserve the right to modify the schedule and the rules of the competition and to add new rules in case issues / problems that are not covered by these regulations occur.
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